
Reading at Bussage 
 
 

At Bussage we aim for all our pupils to become confident, 
fluent readers who are passionate about reading. 
  
Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will 
learn at our school. We want your child to love reading and books, and 
develop an authentic love of reading for pleasure. This is why we put 
our efforts into making sure they develop a love and curiosity about 
books as well as simply learning to read. 
 
We believe that a reading child is a successful child and that:  

v Children deserve a rich curriculum which encourages extensive 
reading of books and other kinds of texts; 

v Planning enables links across learning, which create a wide 
range of opportunities in which children can read for pleasure; 

v Children will have the opportunity to experience whole books to 
support them in their understanding of literary structures and 
allow them to become absorbed in the story itself (this includes 
class reads where the adult in class regularly reads to the 
children);  

v The active encouragement of reading for pleasure should be a 
core part of every child’s educational entitlement, whatever 
their background or attainment.  Extensive reading and 
exposure to a wide range of texts make a huge contribution to 
students’ educational achievement;  

v All children should have access to a wide range of texts in 
different formats and genres and support in enjoying them 
where necessary;  

v The school will engage and support parents enabling access to a 
full range of reading experiences; 

v Home-school relationships will promote the importance of all 
adults in fostering a love of reading;  

v School reading should not only be seen as synonymous with 
attainment and judgement as this could influence children’s 
perceptions of books and reading;  

v Staff should demonstrate and model their own love of reading to 
the children, by reading to the class in an engaging way and 
promoting their own reading interests by, for example, 
displaying posters of their preferences around school; 

v Children are given opportunities to celebrate reading. For 
example, by participating in exciting activities for World Book 
Day every year. 

 
 



We teach Reading in a variety of ways.  
 
Pupils are given the opportunity to undertake guided, shared and 
independent reading throughout the school curriculum. We work with 
our pupils in order to improve their fluency, intonation, decoding 
skills and comprehension.  
 
 
To develop our readers we: 

v Teach them to read accurately and fluently using a range of 
strategies; 

v Help them to understand and respond to what they read using 
inference and deduction where appropriate; 

v Allow the opportunity for pupils to reflect on and discuss what 
they have read, including the language and punctuation choices 
made by the author; 

v Enhance their understanding of a variety of text types including 
non-fiction, fiction and poetry; 

v Encourage them to develop a love of reading and become 
confident, fluent and independent; 

v Teach them how to seek information and learn from the written 
word; 

v Teach pupils how to decode using phonics activities from Early 
Years Foundation stage; 

v Use the Essential Letters and Sounds programme on a daily basis 
in Reception and Year 1 to develop fluency and accuracy in 
word and sentence reading (more details in the ‘Phonics at 
Bussage’ document).  

v Teach guided reading groups throughout EYFS, KS1 and Year 3 at 
least three times a week. 

v Teach whole class guided reading lessons in Years 4 to 6. 
v Teach weekly written comprehension lessons from Year 1 up to 

Year 6. 
v Have a ‘Word of the Day’ every day throughout the school, 

which exposes children to a wide range of new and ambitious 
vocabulary which then aids their understanding of texts when 
reading. 

 
We use a range of books to encourage and teach reading. Every 
classroom has its own wide range of books, available for the use of the 
children and adults. We have a fantastic school library, with a great 
selection of books, across all areas of interest. 
 
We use a ‘book banding’ system throughout the school, for individual 
reading, guided reading and reading at home. This is to ensure the 



children are reading books which are an appropriate challenge to 
them.  
 
Children in EYFS and Year 1, and pupils in other year groups who are 
continuing to develop their phonic knowledge and understanding, read 
books that are fully decodable and are matched to the sounds they are 
learning in their phonics lessons. They also have the opportunity to 
read ‘Richer Read’ books, which are meant to be ‘shared’ with an 
adult at home as they are not fully decodable but allow the children 
to experience a wide variety of texts and a wide range of new and 
ambitious vocabulary. 
 
The children are assessed on a regular basis, using a variety of 
methods. The children will then have access to books, and activities in 
class, that reflect their individual needs. 
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