Policy on Charging and Remissions

Bussage Primary School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School and this policy is
written within the context of the Christian faith, practice and values which underpin our ethos,
and which are in keeping with our Trust Deed.
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Our school’s Christian ethos is that all pupils, whatever their ability or talents, are created in
the image of God, and are loved equally by him.

Our school’s mission is to provide a learning and development environment in which all pupils
and staff can make the most of their God given potential and aspire to “be the best that they can

be n

Our school vision is built upon the four cornerstones of WISDOM, HOPE, COMMUNITY and

DIGNITY.
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Introduction

All the education we provide during normal school hours is at no charge to pupils. We do
not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the
exception of some individual or small-group music tuition

Voluntary contributions
When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational
experience of the children, the school invites parents and carers to contribute to the cost.
All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we
may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents or carers have
not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.
If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable
to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or
activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents
and carers have a right to know how each trip is funded, and the school provides this
information on request.
The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require
voluntary contributions from parents and carers. These activities are known as 'optional
extras'. This list is not exhaustive:

e visits to museums;

e sporting activities which require transport expenses;

e outdoor adventure activities;

e visits to or by a theatre company;

e school trips abroad;

e musical events

Residential visits

If the school organises a residential visit in school time, or mainly in school time, which is to
provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge
for the education. However, we do suggest a charge to cover the costs of travel, board and
lodging, although parents and carers who receive state benefits are exempt from this
charge. If we cannot raise sufficient funding through these voluntary contributions, the
visit may have to be cancelled, and that aspect of the curriculum would have to be covered
in other ways.

Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.
There is a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an additional
curriculum activity, and not part of the National Curriculum. These individual or small-
group lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers. We make a charge for these
lessons, but parents and carers in receipt of state benefits are exempt from payment. We
give parents and carers information about additional music tuition at the start of each
academic year.

Revised — Summer 2021
Next revision — Summer 2023



Policy on Charging and Remissions

Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2. These take place in
school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity,
but we do ask for a voluntary contribution from parents and carers to cover the cost of
transport. We inform parents and carers when these lessons are to take place, and we seek
the written permission of parents or carers for their children to take part.

Sports Activities

The school, at times, offers additional sports activities after school. A qualified
coach/teacher, who is not a member of the school staff, would run and organise these
sessions. Fees for these activities would be paid directly to the organisers.

Damage/Loss to Property

In cases of wilful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of school books
and school equipment on loan to children, the Headteacher may decide it right to make a
charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at the Headteacher discretion.

Remissions Policy
For trips that include residential stays, if the parent/guardian is in receipt of one or more of
the credits below they may be offered assistance in paying for the trip to enable their child
to access the activity:

e |ncome Support

e Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

e Income Related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support Under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have

an annual gross income of no more than £16,480)

Monitoring and review
This policy is monitored by the governing body, and will be reviewed every two years, or
earlier if necessary.
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